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PRESIDENT FORD'S POLICIES FOR AMERICAN INDIAN PEOPLE
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When I signed the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance
Act in January, 1975, I described that legislation as a "milestone
for Indian people."” During my Congressional career and my two
years as President, I have tried to make Indian se"—determlnatlon
effectlve and successful.

I recognize the special relationship of trust that Indian tribes

have with the United States, and I have often emphasized that
support of self-determination includes oppositon to any deterioration
of this relationship. >t

Because of the many needs on Indian reservations--for economic
development, improved health care, increased educational oppor-
tunities, better roads, liveable housing--I have urged the strength-
ening of tribal governments. In this new era of Indian self-
determination, the elected leadership of Indian tribes is the key

to successful achievement of the goals of America's first citizens.

History has demonstrated that the Federal government's domination
cannot meet the needs nor solve the problems of our Indian citizens.
Paternalism of the past in Indian affairs is a proven failure.
Consequently, I have sought to make available to Indian tribes the"
resources and technical assistance needed for them to solve their
own problems and achieve their own goals.

I have backed up policies and promises with money:

In the past six years the budget of the Bureau of Indian Affairs

has been increased by almost 300 percent and the Indian health budget
has grown by almost 400 percent. The Department of Commerce is
targeting $27.7 million for Indian economic planning and economic
development in 1977. The Comprehensive Employment and Training

Act administered by the Department of Labor, allocates significant
funds to Indian people: before the CETA was enacted (in FY 1973)
manpower allocations for Indians totaled $17.3 million; today Indian
manpower funds total $75 million, including $52.6 million going
directly to 157 Indian prime sponsors. The Office of Education's
special funds for Indian education have risen frcm $18 million in

FY 1973 to $42 million  today.

I have asked Cabinet agencies to give particular attention to
many special concerns of the Indian people. Among these is the
need for reform to protect Indian family life. Too many Indian
children are separated from their parents and improved social
services are needed to alleviate this problem.




The Administration is encouraging Indian Tribal Councils to
- adopt their own juvenile and family protection codes and has
supported the National Indian Judges Association in a three-
year training program to enable tribal judges to handle more
effectively divorce, child custody, and welfare cases.

It is definitely the Administration's policy to reduce the numbers
of younger Indian children who are at boarding schools for long
periods of time. In fact, total elementary age enrollment in

these schools is down by 6,000, while most of the, rest are Navajo
children who go home on weekends. But closing all the boarding
schools would fly in the face of the strong desires of the aifected
tribes themselves and would in fact remove what is the only
educational resource for some Indian children.

I have directed the Departments of Interior and Justice to give
high priority to the protection of Indian natural resources

rights, especially water rights. We are defending 23 water

rights cases, 13 hunting and fishing cases and 21 land rights cases.
We have won milestone decisions for Indlan rlghts in a number of
these proceedings.

I am still awaiting Congressional action on my proposal to create
an Indian Trust Counsel Authority which would be able to intervene
in any court as a Federal Government advocate for Indlan natural
resources rights.

There has been an enormous surge in Indian education these past
several years. More than 16,000 Indian students with Federal
grants now attend college and university campuses to gain the
professional skills needed in their communities.

We have halted the erosion of the tribal_land base® and -
restorations have been achieved of Blue Lake, Mt. Adams, and the .
Menominee lands, while the historic Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act has become law. '

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has been transformed from a non-
Indian organization providing services and running programs for
Indians to a predominantly Indian organization which works with
Indian communities to help them meet their program and service
needs. New Indian service sections have been established in

many other agencies such as HEW, HUD, Commerce, Agriculture, Labor,
and Justice.

a——



The Indian Financing Act is being implemented and having a marked
effect on economic development on the reservations. Revenue
sharing reaches Indian tribal governments directly; education
monies 'are granted or contracted so as to strengthen the role of
Indian parent advisory groups in having a say in the education of
their children.

Funds under the National Indian Education Act, for instance, have
now reached 1,200 school districts and 235 grantees.

The policy of Indian self-determination has led to increased
responsibilities and roles for tribal governing bodies through
the contracting of erstwhile Federal programs and in other ways.
This policy must continue and expand to the point that the Indian
communities are truly controlling their own destinies.

The successful implementation of Indian self-determination lays
the groundwork for Indian communities to effect solutions to
numerous chronic problems which have/long afflicted the reser-
vations.

Finally, I have urged my White House Staff and government agencies
to meet Indian people with open doors and sensitivity. These
officials are in daily contact with national Indian leadership
organizations such as the National Congress of American Indians.
the National Tribal Chairmen's Association, the United Indian .
Planners Association, the Americans for Indian Opportunity. and

a dozen others that assist their memberships toward better oppor-—
tunities.

As I said when I met with a group of Indian leaders in the White
House on July 16, "Together we can write a new chapter in the
history of this land that we all serve and this land that we all..
share." e














































































September 7, 1976

Dear Ms. Cope:

The President has asked me to thank you for
yow letter of July 29 about the Ganienkeh
settlement,

I think I need a bit more information than you

have given me about what the issue is in this
specific case. As a general rule, this Adminis-
tration and the previous one have always preferred
to negotiate with the Indian people rather than

to use violence, We have no reach over State

or local law enforcement, but it is my impression
that local governmental bodies are also much more
sensitive than before about Indian matters.

I will send your letter along right away to the
Department of Justice, so they will know your
views. For my edification, what are the issues

and who are the players in this instance?

Sincerely yours,

Bradley H. Pattersom, Jr,

Ms. Joan Cope, Clerk

The Committee on Indian Affairs
of the New York Yearly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends
201 Houston Avenue

Syracuse, New York, 13224

cc: w/ incoming to Department of Justice, copy of
response requested to Bradley Patterson, White

House
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